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Vietnam

Fast Facts
Capital: Hanoi
Language: Vietnamese
Population: 97 million
Religion: Buddhism
Must-see Attraction: Halong Bay

Primerus Member: Bross & Partners

Based in Hanoi, Bross & Partners specialize 
in general international law, including 
foreign asset control, treaties, and the 
Foreign Corrupt Practices Act.

In the heart of Southeast Asia, Vietnam is a land of breathtaking landscapes, a rich and 
complicated history, and a vibrant culture. With a population of approximately 97 million people, 
it stands as a testament to resilience and renewal, weaving together the threads of its past with 
the fabric of its future. 

The country’s capital, Hanoi, is a bustling metropolis of approximately 5.4 million people that 
serves as a living museum of the nation’s complex history, blending French colonial architecture 
with ancient temples.

Vietnam is a predominantly Buddhist country, with Mahayana Buddhism being the largest 
denomination, followed by Theravada Buddhism, Christianity, and a tapestry of indigenous 
religions. 

The highest mountain peak in Vietnam, Fansipan, often referred to as the “Roof of Indochina,” 
towers at 10,325 feet above sea level. Located in the northwest section of the country, near the 
Chinese border, it offers adventurers breathtaking views and challenging treks through the Hoang 
Lien Son Mountain range.

A must-see tourist attraction that symbolizes the country’s spirit is the UNESCO World 
Heritage Site of Halong Bay. Known for its emerald waters and thousands of towering limestone 
islands topped with rainforests, Halong Bay offers visitors a peaceful escape and the chance to 
witness nature’s artistry.

Since the end of the Vietnam War in 1975, the country has embarked on a journey of 
reunification and rebuilding. From the ashes of conflict, Vietnam has emerged as a unified 
country focused on healing, development, and integration into the global community. Efforts 
to mend the socioeconomic and physical scars of war have led to significant progress in 
national reconciliation, economic reform, and a growing emphasis on tourism as a pathway to 
understanding and peace.

Vietnam’s allure as a travel destination is undeniable, with each region offering unique 
experiences:

1.	 Hoi An: This ancient town is a beautifully preserved example of a Southeast Asian 
trading port dating from the 15th to the 19th century. Its buildings and street plan reflect 
the influences, both indigenous and foreign, that have combined to produce this unique 
heritage site.

2.	 Hue: Once the imperial capital of Vietnam, Hue is known for its historic monuments, 
which have earned it a place as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The Imperial City, with 
its palaces and shrines, and the Forbidden Purple City, once the emperor’s home, offer 
glimpses into Vietnam’s regal past.

3.	 Sa Pa: Famous for its terraced rice fields and rich cultural diversity, Sa Pa is home 
to several ethnic minority groups, each with its unique traditions and practices. The 
region offers stunning landscapes and the opportunity to experience the lifestyle of its 
indigenous peoples.

4.	 Phong Nha-Ke Bang National Park: Renowned for its karst landscapes and extensive 
cave systems, including the world’s largest cave, Son Doong, this national park offers 
unmatched spelunking adventures and insight into the earth’s geological wonders.

5.	 The Mekong Delta: Known as the “Rice Bowl” of Vietnam, this region is a water-world 
where boats, houses, and markets float upon the numerous rivers, canals, and streams 
that traverse the landscape. It offers a glimpse into the traditional Vietnamese way of 
life, where fishing and agriculture dominate.

Vietnam’s journey from a war-torn country to a must-visit destination is a testament to its 
indomitable spirit, rich cultural heritage, and the unwavering resilience of its people.
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