
Fast Facts

Capital: Nashville
Population: 7.1 million
Founded: 1796
Economic Engines: Auto manufacturing, 

energy, and tourism

Primerus Members: 
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A STATE RICH IN MUSIC, MOUNTAINS, AND 
MUSEUMS

Tennessee, affectionately known as the Volunteer State, offers an 
interesting mix of culture, history, and breathtaking landscapes. With 
a population of approximately 7 million people, this southern state 
is bordered by eight other states – Kentucky, Virginia, North Carolina, 
Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, and Missouri. In Tennessee, 
past and present seamlessly blend, providing a unique travel 
experience for history buffs, music lovers, and outdoor enthusiasts 
alike.

Tennessee’s history is deeply rooted in both the formation of the 
United States and its trials during the Civil War. The state was the 
last to secede from the Union during the Civil War and the first to 
be readmitted afterwards, reflecting its complex place in American 
history. Numerous battlefields dot the landscape, each telling the 
story of the conflict that shaped the nation.

Sites like Shiloh National Military Park, Chickamauga & 
Chattanooga National Military Park, and Stones River National 
Battlefield offer insights into the strategies, hardships, and human 
stories of the war. These fields, once scenes of chaos and conflict, 
now stand as solemn sites of reflection and education, each serving 
as a silent reminder of Tennessee’s turbulent past.

Clingmans Dome, Tennessee’s highest point at 6,643 feet is 
located within the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, offering 
panoramic views of the surrounding area. On clear days, views 
can extend over 100 miles. The observation tower on the summit 
provides the perfect vantage point for those looking to soak in the 
vast beauty of the Smokies.

Top 5 Must-See Tourist Attractions in Tennessee

•  Great Smoky Mountains National Park: Arguably Tennessee’s 
crown jewel, Great Smoky Mountains National Park is the most 
visited national park in the United States. It’s a haven for nature 
lovers and adventurers alike, offering stunning views, more than 
800 miles of trails, and the chance to witness the rich biodiversity 
of the region. The park’s ancient mountains and mist-covered 
landscapes are truly a sight to behold.

•  Graceland: No trip to Tennessee would be complete without 
visiting Graceland, the iconic home of Elvis Presley in Memphis. 
This mansion is a pilgrimage site for fans of the “King of Rock ‘n’ 
Roll,” showcasing Elvis’s home life and featuring an impressive 
collection of memorabilia, costumes, and automobiles.
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•  Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum: Located in Nashville, 
the heart of country music, this museum is a must-visit for music 
enthusiasts. The museum offers a comprehensive overview of 
country music’s history and its impact on American culture, 
featuring artifacts, recordings, and interactive exhibits.

•  Lookout Mountain: Just outside Chattanooga, Lookout Mountain 
offers breathtaking views of the Tennessee River and the 
surrounding valleys. Attractions like the Incline Railway, Ruby 
Falls, and Rock City make it a popular destination. Ruby Falls, a 
stunning 145-foot waterfall located deep inside the mountain, is 
one of the tallest and deepest underground waterfalls open to 
the public.

•  The National Civil Rights Museum: Housed in the former Lorraine 
Motel, where Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated in 1968, 
this Memphis museum offers a profound look at the American 
civil rights movement. Its exhibits trace the history of resistance 
and the struggle for equality, offering visitors a deep and moving 
experience.

Traveling through Tennessee is more than a simple vacation—it’s 
a journey through layers of American history, culture, and natural 
beauty. From the heights of Clingmans Dome to the musical streets 
of Nashville and Memphis, Tennessee offers a diverse array of 
experiences that cater to all who visit. 
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