
Fast Facts

Capital: London
Population: 68 million
Primary Religions: Christianity, Islam, and 

Hinduism
Economic engines: Manufacturing, finance, 

insurance, and tourism
Must-see Attraction: Stonehenge

Primerus Member: Marriott Harrison LLP

Marriott Harrison LLP, a full-service business law 
firm based in London.

A JOURNEY THROUGH TIME AND TRADITION
The United Kingdom (UK) – comprised of England, Scotland, 

Wales, and Northern Ireland – is home to approximately 68 million 
people. The UK is a diverse and multicultural nation, with significant 
populations from South Asia, the Caribbean, Africa, and Europe 
contributing to its racial diversity. English is the predominant 
language, though Welsh, Scots Gaelic, and Irish are also spoken in 
various regions. The UK’s demographic diversity is most pronounced in 
its cities, particularly in London, Birmingham, and Manchester, where 
communities from around the world reside.

The UK spans an area that approximates the state of Oregon in 
size and features a varied landscape. From the rugged highlands of 
Scotland to the rolling hills of the English countryside, the stunning 
coastline of Wales, and the lush green landscapes of Northern Ireland, 
the UK offers a wealth of natural beauty. Major rivers such as the 
Thames, Severn, and Clyde flow through the country, while lakes like 
Loch Ness and Lake Windermere add to the scenic charm. The climate 
is temperate maritime, characterized by mild temperatures and 
frequent rainfall, contributing to the lush, green landscapes.

The UK has a compelling and storied history that stretches back 
thousands of years. It was home to ancient Celtic tribes before being 
incorporated into the Roman Empire in the first century AD. The 
subsequent centuries saw the arrival of the Anglo-Saxons, Vikings, 
and Normans, each leaving a lasting impact on the culture and 
landscape. The medieval period was marked by the establishment of 
the monarchy and the Magna Carta in 1215, which laid the foundations 
for modern democracy. The UK played a pivotal role in the Industrial 
Revolution, which began in the late 18th century, transforming it into a 
global economic powerhouse. The two World Wars of the 20th century 
further shaped the nation, leading to significant social and political 
changes. On the cultural side, England served as the birthplace of 
Shakespeare, otherwise known as the “Bard of Avon,” who is widely 
regarded as the greatest writer in the English language. In more 
modern times, England also produced The Beatles, perhaps the most 
influential rock band of all time.

The UK boasts one of the largest economies in the world, driven 
by a diverse range of sectors. London is a global financial hub, home 
to major banks, financial institutions, and the London Stock Exchange. 
The service sector, particularly finance, health care, and education, 
is a significant contributor to the economy. The UK is also known 
for its manufacturing industries, including aerospace, automotive, 
and pharmaceuticals. The creative industries, such as film, music, 
and fashion, are globally influential. Additionally, the UK has a rich 
agricultural sector, known for producing high-quality meat, dairy 
products, and cereals.
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London, the capital, is also the most populous city in the UK, with 
a population of around 9 million. As a global metropolis, London is 
renowned for its historical landmarks, cultural institutions, and vibrant 
arts scene. The city is a melting pot of cultures, offering an array of 
culinary experiences, festivals, and events that reflect its diverse 
population. Key attractions include the Houses of Parliament, the 
Tower of London, and Buckingham Palace, the 775-room headquarters 
of the British monarchy. London’s extensive public transport system, 
including the famous London Underground, makes it easy to explore 
the city.

Top 5 Must-See Tourist Destinations

•	 The British Museum: Located in London, the British Museum is 
one of the world’s most comprehensive museums, showcasing 
a vast collection of art and artifacts from ancient civilizations. 
Highlights include the Rosetta Stone, the Elgin Marbles, and 
the Egyptian mummies. The museum offers a journey through 
human history, culture, and art, attracting millions of visitors 
each year.

•	 Edinburgh Castle: Perched atop Castle Rock in Scotland’s capital, 
Edinburgh Castle is a historic fortress that has played a pivotal 
role in Scottish history. Visitors can explore the Crown Jewels, 
the Stone of Destiny, and the National War Museum. The castle 
offers stunning views of the city and is a central feature of the 
Edinburgh skyline.

•	 Stonehenge: Located in Wiltshire, England, Stonehenge is 
one of the most famous prehistoric monuments in the world. 
This ancient stone circle, dating back more than 4,000 years, 
continues to intrigue historians and archaeologists. Visitors 
can learn about the site’s history and significance at the visitor 
center and experience the mystical atmosphere of the stones.

•	 The Lake District: The Lake District National Park in northwest 
England is renowned for its stunning landscapes, including 
picturesque lakes, mountains, and charming villages. It is a 
haven for outdoor enthusiasts, offering activities such as hiking, 
boating, and cycling. The region inspired many literary figures, 
including William Wordsworth and Beatrix Potter.

•	 The Tower of London: Another iconic London landmark, the 
Tower of London is a historic castle located on the north bank 
of the River Thames. It has served various roles throughout 
history, including a royal palace, prison, and treasury. Visitors 
can explore the medieval architecture, see the Crown Jewels, and 
learn about the tower’s intriguing history and legends.
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