
Fast Facts

Capital: Gaborone
Population: 2.4 million
Primary Religion: Christianity
Economic engines: Diamond mining and eco-

tourism
Must-see Attraction: Okavango Delta

Primerus Member: Brown and Company 
Attorneys

Brown and Company Attorneys, located in 
Gaborone, specialize in all facets of criminal 
defense work.

A JEWEL OF SOUTHERN AFRICA
Botswana, a landlocked country in Southern Africa, is home to 

approximately 2.4 million people, including 21-year-old track star 
Letsile Tebogo, who won the 200-meter sprint title at the Paris 
Olympics in August, becoming the first gold medalist from his native 
land.

Despite its relatively small population, Botswana is known for its 
political stability and strong sense of national identity. The majority 
of the population belongs to the Tswana ethnic group, while other 
groups include the Kalanga, Basarwa (San), and various smaller ethnic 
communities. English is the official language, used in government and 
education, while Setswana is the national language, spoken by the 
majority of the population. Botswana’s population is concentrated 
in urban areas like Gaborone, Francistown, and Maun, while vast 
stretches of the country remain sparsely populated, particularly in the 
Kalahari Desert region.

Botswana spans an area of about 225,000 square miles, 
characterized by a variety of landscapes that include deserts, 
savannas, and wetlands. The Kalahari Desert, which covers much of 
the country, is one of Botswana’s most defining geographic features. 
Despite its arid conditions, the Kalahari supports a unique ecosystem, 
with species such as the meerkat and gemsbok thriving in the region. 
In contrast, the Okavango Delta, a UNESCO World Heritage site, is a 
vast inland delta that creates a lush, green oasis in the northwestern 
part of the country. The delta is fed by seasonal rains, transforming 
the landscape into a haven for wildlife. Botswana’s climate is generally 
semi-arid, with hot summers and mild winters, and the country 
experiences a rainy season from November to March.

Botswana’s history is marked by its transition from a British 
protectorate to an independent and prosperous nation. The area 
now known as Botswana was originally inhabited by the San 
people, followed by the arrival of Bantu-speaking groups, including 
the Tswana, in the first millennium AD. In the late 19th century, 
the territory came under British protection as the Bechuanaland 
Protectorate, a status it maintained until gaining independence in 
1966. Upon independence, Botswana faced significant challenges, 
including poverty and limited infrastructure, but under the leadership 
of its first president, Sir Seretse Khama, the country pursued policies 
that prioritized economic development and good governance. Today, 
Botswana is celebrated as one of Africa’s most stable democracies and 
has made remarkable progress in areas such as education, health care, 
and economic growth.
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Botswana
• Makgadikgadi Pans: The Makgadikgadi Pans, located in 

northeastern Botswana, are one of the largest salt flats 
in the world. This otherworldly landscape is the remnant 
of an ancient lake that dried up thousands of years ago. 
During the dry season, the pans are a vast, shimmering 
expanse of white, with little vegetation. However, after 
the rains, the area transforms into a lush habitat, 
attracting migratory birds, zebras, and wildebeests. 

• Tsodilo Hills: Tsodilo Hills, located in northwestern 
Botswana, is a UNESCO World Heritage site known for 
its ancient rock art. The hills are considered sacred by 
the San people, and the area is often referred to as the 
“Louvre of the Desert” due to the thousands of rock 
paintings that adorn its cliffs. The art, which dates back 
thousands of years, depicts scenes of hunting, dancing, 
and animals, offering a glimpse into the lives and beliefs 
of the region’s early inhabitants. 

• Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park: Kgalagadi Transfrontier 
Park is a vast, cross-border conservation area shared by 
Botswana and South Africa characterized by red sand 
dunes, sparse vegetation, and a harsh, arid environment 
that is home to a variety of wildlife adapted to these 
conditions. Visitors to park can expect to see predators 
such as lions, cheetahs, and hyenas, as well as large 
herds of springbok and gemsbok.

Botswana has one of the highest per capita incomes in Africa, 
largely due to its rich natural resources, particularly diamonds. 
The discovery of diamonds in the 1960s transformed the country’s 
economy, enabling significant investments in infrastructure, 
education, and social services. The diamond industry continues 
to be the backbone of the economy, accounting for a substantial 
portion of government revenue and export earnings. In addition 
to diamonds, Botswana’s economy is supported by tourism, 
particularly eco-tourism centered around its wildlife and natural 
beauty. The agricultural sector, although small, remains important, 
with cattle farming being a traditional economic activity. Botswana 
also has made strides in diversifying its economy, with efforts 
to develop sectors such as financial services, technology, and 
manufacturing.

Gaborone, the capital city of Botswana, is also its most 
populous urban center, with over 230,000 people. Located near the 
country’s southeastern border with South Africa, Gaborone is the 
political and economic heart of Botswana. The city is known for its 
modern infrastructure, government buildings, and vibrant business 
environment. Key landmarks include the National Assembly, the 
Botswana Stock Exchange, and the Gaborone Dam. Gaborone is also 
home to the University of Botswana and several cultural institutions, 
including the National Museum and Art Gallery.

Top 5 Must-See Tourist Destinations

• Okavango Delta: The Okavango Delta is one of the most 
extraordinary natural wonders in the world, and a UNESCO World 
Heritage site. This vast inland delta is a lush, green oasis that 
teems with wildlife, including elephants, lions, leopards, hippos, 
and a myriad of bird species. Visitors can explore the delta by 
traditional mokoro (dugout canoe), offering a unique and serene 
way to experience the landscape. The delta is also home to 
luxury lodges and camps, making it a premier destination for 
safari enthusiasts.

• Chobe National Park: Located in northern Botswana, Chobe 
National Park is renowned for its large elephant population, 
estimated to be more than 120,000. The park encompasses 
diverse habitats, including floodplains, woodlands, and the 
Chobe River, which attracts a variety of wildlife, particularly 
during the dry season. Chobe is one of the best places in Africa 
to see elephants in the wild, and visitors can enjoy boat cruises, 
game drives, and guided walks to observe the park’s rich 
biodiversity, including lions, buffalos, and antelopes.
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