
Fast Facts

Capital: Vienna
Population: 9 million
Primary Language: German
Primary Religions: Christianity, Islam
Highest Mountain Peak: Grossglockner, 12,460 feet

Primerus Member: OBLIN Rechtsanwälte

OBLIN Rechtsanwalte, an international business 
law firm located in Vienna.

A SYMPHONY OF CULTURE, HISTORY, 
AND NATURAL BEAUTY

Austria, located in the heart of Europe, is home to approximately 
9 million people. The country is known for its high standard of living, 
rich cultural heritage, and well-preserved traditions. The population 
is predominantly Austrian German-speaking, with small communities 
of ethnic minorities, including Croatians, Hungarians, and Slovenes, 
reflecting the country’s historical ties with neighboring regions. 

Austria’s geography is defined by its location within the Alps, which 
cover nearly two-thirds of the country. This mountainous terrain gives 
Austria some of the most stunning landscapes in Europe, with towering 
peaks, picturesque valleys, and crystal-clear lakes. The eastern region 
of Austria, particularly around Vienna, is part of the broader Danube 
Basin, making it more conducive to agriculture. The Danube River, one 
of Europe’s major waterways, flows through Austria, connecting it with 
several other countries. Austria’s climate varies from temperate in the 
east to alpine in the west, with snowy winters that make it a premier 
destination for skiing and other winter sports.

Austria has a rich and complex history that spans thousands of 
years, playing a central role in European history. The country was 
once the heart of the vast Habsburg Empire, which controlled much 
of Central Europe for centuries. The Habsburgs were one of Europe’s 
most influential royal families, and under their rule, Austria became a 
center of art, culture, and power. The empire’s decline in the early 20th 
century, following World War I, led to the establishment of the Republic 
of Austria. During World War II, Austria was annexed by Nazi Germany, 
but it regained its independence in 1955. Today, Austria is a stable and 
prosperous democratic republic, known for its neutrality, which has 
played a significant role in its foreign policy since World War II.

Austria boasts a highly developed and diversified economy, with a 
strong industrial base and a well-established service sector. The country 
is one of the wealthiest in the European Union, with a high GDP per 
capita and a low unemployment rate. Austria’s economy is largely driven 
by manufacturing, particularly in the fields of machinery, chemicals, 
and vehicles. The country is also known for its banking and insurance 
sectors, as well as a significant tourism industry. Austria’s picturesque 
landscapes, cultural heritage, and historical sites attract millions of 
tourists every year. Additionally, Austria is a member of the European 
Union, the Eurozone, and the Schengen Agreement, which enhances its 
economic integration with the rest of Europe.

Vienna, the capital and largest city of Austria, is steeped in history, 
culture, and elegance. With a population of around 1.9 million, Vienna 
is not only the political and economic heart of Austria, but also a global 
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skiing, snowboarding, and mountaineering. The nearby 
Swarovski Crystal Worlds, a dazzling museum dedicated 
to the famous jewelry and accessory brand, is another 
highlight of the region.

•	 Salzburg: Salzburg, the birthplace of Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart, is a city where music, history, and culture come 
together in a spectacular setting. The city’s historic 
center, a UNESCO World Heritage site, is dominated by 
the Hohensalzburg Fortress, one of the largest and best-
preserved medieval castles in Europe. Visitors can explore 
the baroque splendor of Mirabell Palace and Gardens, the 
ornate Salzburg Cathedral, and Mozart’s birthplace, now 
a museum dedicated to the composer’s life and work. 
The city is also famous for the annual Salzburg Festival, a 
world-renowned celebration of classical music and opera.

•	 Wachau Valley: The Wachau Valley, located along the 
Danube River, is one of Austria’s most scenic and 
culturally rich regions. This UNESCO World Heritage 
site is famous for its picturesque vineyards, charming 
villages, and historic landmarks. Visitors can take a 
leisurely cruise along the Danube, explore the medieval 
town of Dürnstein, where Richard the Lionheart was held 
captive, and visit Melk Abbey, a magnificent Benedictine 
monastery with a stunning baroque design. The Wachau 
Valley is also known for its wine production, particularly 
its Grüner Veltliner and Riesling wines, making it a 
paradise for wine enthusiasts.

cultural hub. Known for its imperial palaces, classical music, 
and vibrant arts scene, Vienna has been home to many of 
history’s greatest composers, including Mozart, Beethoven, and 
Strauss. The city’s architecture is a blend of Baroque, Gothic, 
and modern styles, with landmarks like the Schönbrunn 
Palace, St. Stephen’s Cathedral, and the Vienna State Opera 
standing as testaments to its rich cultural heritage. Vienna 
is also famous for its coffeehouse culture, offering a unique 
blend of history, social interaction, and culinary delights.

Top 5 Must-See Tourist Destinations

•	 Schönbrunn Palace: One of Austria’s most famous 
landmarks, Schönbrunn Palace is a UNESCO World 
Heritage site and a stunning example of Baroque 
architecture. The former summer residence of the 
Habsburg monarchs, the palace features 1,441 rooms, 
many of which are open to the public. Visitors can explore 
the opulent State Rooms, the Great Gallery, and the 
exquisite gardens, which include the Gloriette, a grand 
pavilion offering panoramic views of the city. The palace 
also houses the world’s oldest zoo, the Schönbrunn Zoo, 
which dates back to 1752.

•	 Hallstatt: Nestled between the towering Dachstein Alps 
and the serene Hallstätter See (Lake Hallstatt), the 
village of Hallstatt is often described as one of the most 
beautiful places in Austria. This UNESCO World Heritage 
site is famous for its picturesque setting and rich history, 
which dates back to prehistoric times. Visitors can 
explore the Hallstatt Salt Mine, one of the world’s oldest 
salt mines, and the Bone House, a unique chapel that 
contains a collection of artistically painted human skulls. 
The village’s charming streets, traditional wooden houses, 
and breathtaking views make it a must-visit destination 
for travelers.

•	 Innsbruck: Innsbruck, the capital of Tyrol, is a city 
renowned for its alpine beauty and winter sports. 
Surrounded by the snow-capped peaks of the Nordkette 
mountain range, Innsbruck offers a perfect blend of 
natural splendor and historical charm. The city’s most 
famous landmark is the Golden Roof (Goldenes Dachl), 
a late Gothic balcony adorned with 2,657 fire-gilded 
copper tiles. Innsbruck hosted the Winter Olympics 
twice, in 1964 and 1976, and is a popular destination for 
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