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A JOURNEY THROUGH AN ANCIENT AND
MODERN MARVEL

China, the world’s most populous country, is home to approximately

14 billion people, barely topping neighboring India for the title. This vast /.

population is incredibly diverse, encompassing 56 officially recognized
ethnic groups, with the Han Chinese comprising about 92 percent of = =
the population. The remaining 8 percent is made up of various ethnic

minorities, including the Zhuang, Uighur, Hui, Tibetan, and.Mongol peoples,

each with their unique cultures, languages, and traditions.

Mandarin is the official language, though many regional dialects
and languages are spoken across the country. The rapid urbanization of
China has led to a significant shift in population distribution, with more

~ people living in cities than in rural areas. Major urban centers like Beijing,

Shanghai, and Guangzhou are bustling metropolises that reflect the
dynamic and fast-paced life of modern China.

China’s geography is as diverse as its population, covering an area
of 3.7 million square miles, makingit the third-largest country by land
areaiin the world. China shares land borders with 14 other countries. The
country's landscape ranges from the towering Himalayas in the southwest,
which include Mount Everest, the world's highest peak that straddles
China and Nepal, to the vast deserts of the northwest, such as the Gobi
and Taklamakan deserts. Eastern China features fertile plains, majorrivers
like the Yangtze and the Yellow River, and a densely populated coastline.
The southern part of the country is known for its subtropical climate,
lush forests, and karst landscapes (formed by limestone erasion), while
the north experiences a more temperate climate with.distinct seasonal
changes. China's diverse ecosystems include everything from high-altitude
plateaus and dense bamboo foreststo troprcal rainforests 5nd extensive
grasslands. s 4 4/

China’s hlstory is one of the oldest and most contlnuous |n the world,

- with over 5,000 years of recorded“ﬁ]story The early dynast;es such as the

Shang and Zhou, laid the foundatlonsfo,r.Chlnese Civilization, followed by
the unification of Chma l’rﬁfierthe an Dynastyﬁnlzf.t BCE, which marked

~the begmnmg ofthe Imperral era. The Great. Wangf China, a'symbol of

Chrnese mgenurty and perseverance was pr,rmagﬁr built during the Qin

: v
and Han Dynasties: ’fheﬁang and Song Dynasﬂes are often considered

golden ages of ghmese culture ’a,;m’ and technology, while the Ming and
Qing Dynastles Saw! the gxpansron of China's influence and the creation of

“iconic architectural marvels hke'the Forbidden City. The 20th century was -

marked by significant uphe‘aval,fincluding the fall of the Qing Dynasty, the
establishment of the Rep(ublic of China, and the founding of the People’s
Republic of China4n 1949 under Mao Zedong. Today, China is a global
power wjth a rich cliltural heritage that continues to influence the world.
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Fast Facts
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Capital: Beijing

Population: 1.4 billion

Languages: Mandarin and Cantonese

Highest point: Mt. Everest (29,031 feet)

Economic Engines:Manufacturing-and
technology
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Chlnese architecture. Visitors can explore the palatial halls,
E ately deSIgned courtyards, and gardens that once
| 1 peror, his family, and his court. The P
Forbidden City houses an extensive
Se 3 and historical artifacts, offering a
» imperial history of China.

The Terracotta Army, located near the C|ty "
anxi Province, i one of the most signifi
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