
Fast Facts

Capital: Sacramento
Population: 40 million
Highest mountain: Mt. Whitney, 14,505 feet
Economic engines: Manufacturing, computer 

technology, agriculture, and tourism
Must-see Attraction: Golden Gate Bridge
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THE GOLDEN STATE OF DREAMS AND 
NATURAL WONDERS

California, the most populous state in the U.S., is home to nearly 
40 million people. The state’s diverse population reflects a blend 
of cultures, ethnicities, and traditions, making it a melting pot of 
global influence. Major cities like Los Angeles, San Francisco, and 
San Diego are known for their vibrant communities and rich cultural 
landscapes. California’s demographic composition includes significant 
Hispanic, Asian, and African American populations, contributing to its 
multicultural atmosphere.

Stretching over 163,696 square miles, California boasts an 
incredibly diverse geography. From the stunning beaches along the 
Pacific Coast to the majestic Sierra Nevada mountains, the state 
offers a wide array of natural landscapes. The Central Valley, a fertile 
agricultural region known as the “breadbasket” of California, contrasts 
with the arid deserts of the southeast part of the state. California is 
also home to several national parks, including Yosemite, known for its 
towering granite cliffs and breathtaking waterfalls, and Death Valley, 
famous for its extreme temperatures and unique geological features.

California’s history is rich and varied, beginning with the 
indigenous peoples who have lived in the region for thousands of 
years. Spanish explorers arrived in the 16th century, and the area 
became part of Mexico in the early 19th century before being ceded to 
the United States in 1848. The discovery of gold in 1848 triggered the 
famous Gold Rush, leading to a massive influx of settlers and rapid 
economic growth. Subsequent decades saw California become a hub 
of innovation, from the rise of Hollywood as the entertainment capital 
of the world to Silicon Valley’s emergence as a global technology 
powerhouse.

As the largest economy in the United States and the fifth-largest 
in the world, California plays a crucial role in the global market. 
The state’s economy is diverse, with significant contributions from 
technology, entertainment, agriculture, and tourism. Silicon Valley, 
located in the San Francisco Bay Area, is the epicenter of technological 
innovation, housing major companies like Apple, Google, and 
Facebook. Hollywood continues to be a global leader in film and 
television production. California’s agricultural sector is also vital, 
producing more than a third of the country’s vegetables and two-
thirds of its fruits and nuts.

Sacramento, the state capital, is located in the northern part of 
the Central Valley. Known for its rich history and vibrant arts scene, 
Sacramento serves as the political hub of California. On the other 
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hand, Los Angeles, the most populous city, is a sprawling metropolis 
renowned for its entertainment industry, cultural diversity, and iconic 
landmarks such as the Hollywood Sign and Griffith Observatory. With 
a population exceeding 4 million, Los Angeles is a dynamic city that 
attracts millions of visitors each year.

Top 5 Must-See Tourist Destinations

•	 	Yosemite National Park: Nestled in the Sierra Nevada mountains, 
Yosemite National Park is renowned for its breathtaking scenery, 
including El Capitan, Half Dome, and Yosemite Falls. The park offers 
a range of outdoor activities, from hiking and rock climbing to 
wildlife viewing and photography, making it a paradise for nature 
lovers.

•	 	San Francisco: Famous for its iconic Golden Gate Bridge, San 
Francisco is a city of rolling hills, eclectic neighborhoods, and 
historic landmarks. Visitors can explore Fisherman’s Wharf, ride the 
historic cable cars, and tour Alcatraz Island. The city’s vibrant arts 
scene, diverse culinary offerings, and stunning bay views make it a 
must-visit destination.

•	 	Los Angeles: As the entertainment capital of the world, Los 
Angeles offers a wealth of attractions. From the star-studded 
streets of Hollywood and the luxury boutiques of Beverly Hills to 
the beautiful beaches of Santa Monica and Malibu, L.A. is a city 
of endless possibilities. Don’t miss a visit to the Getty Center, 
the Griffith Observatory, and the Los Angeles County Museum of 
Art (LACMA). The city also has hosted the 1932 and 1984 Summer 
Olympics, and is scheduled to host the 2028 Summer Olympiad.

•	  San Diego: Known for its beautiful beaches, world-class zoo, and 
pleasant climate, San Diego is a coastal gem. Balboa Park, home 
to the San Diego Zoo and numerous museums, is a cultural and 
recreational hub. The historic Gaslamp Quarter offers vibrant 
nightlife, while the nearby La Jolla Cove provides opportunities for 
snorkeling, kayaking, and marine life viewing.

•	 	Napa Valley: Located north of San Francisco, Napa Valley is one 
of the world’s premier wine regions. Visitors can tour picturesque 
vineyards, enjoy wine tastings at renowned wineries, and dine 
at gourmet restaurants. The region’s scenic beauty, luxurious 
resorts, and hot air balloon rides make it a perfect destination for 
relaxation and indulgence.

California also is home to a number of the nation’s leading 
universities, including Stanford, the University of California, Berkeley, 
the University of Southern California, and UCLA.
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